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If ever there was a perfect match of scholarship and student this may be it. I grew up raising Kiko goats 

for most of my childhood. In middle school and high school while my friends were doing “normal” 

teenage things I spent most my time tending to my goat herd and seeing to other duties on my family’s 

full time livestock farm. When I was young, maybe 4 or 5 years old, we had a pet sheep that would follow 

us around and take walks with us like a dog. A few years later our family got four dairy goat doelings 

which we bottle fed. In addition to these first four does my father purchased twenty brush nanny goats. 

Aside from a project for me the main purpose of the goats was to help clear brush. Our farm, being in 

West Virginia, has some fairly steep ground. The goats loved traipsing over the steep terrain and eating 

the Multiflora Rose and Autumn Olive bushes which will overrun a hillside. To serve this purpose we 

wanted a hardy stock which required minimum inputs. We tried using a Boar buck but had too many foot 

problems and difficult births. Then we discovered the Kiko breed and bought our first Kiko buck. He, 

“Rocky”, was a great herd sire. The Kiko cross on the dairy/brush goats proved to work very well for us. 

We continued to buy Kiko bucks for many years.  

 

Keeping goats taught me many lessons and is probably the pivotal factor which ended up driving me to 

veterinary school. It taught me responsibility, the importance of keeping good records, how to separate 

emotion from business decisions, and the joy of rearing livestock. I found a real connection with goats 

that I just didn’t have with cattle - my family’s main livestock species. To this day, as I progress through 

my veterinary education, I look for ways to get more experience with small ruminants and find strategies 

that will allow me to work with them after school in a significant capacity. I served as president of the 

Small Ruminant, Swine, and Poultry Club at Mississippi State College of Veterinary Medicine; I am an 

active student member of the American Association of Small Ruminant Practitioners; and I have traveled 

across the Southeast visiting small ruminant producers and veterinarians. Currently, I am setting up two 

international externships to get more small ruminant experience. One is in Uruguay; one is in Australia. I 

have good veterinary contacts in both countries and plan to travel to Uruguay in March of 2018 and 

Australia in September or October of 2018. Both countries have small ruminant industries more 

developed than the USA.  

 

After graduating from veterinary school my plan is to move back to West Virginia and start working to 

establish my own veterinary clinic. The veterinarian that does most of the large animal work in my area is 

getting near retirement, so there is a good opportunity for me. Another incentive to move back home is 

that my father is getting older and will soon need someone to take over the farming operations. I may run 

some cattle but my primary interest is in keeping goats and sheep. My father has a nice herd of about two-

hundred Katahdin ewes that I will likely acquire. Also, I would like to build back up my meat goat herd 

and maybe work on putting in a small goat dairy as well. I am interested in theriogenoloy and would like 

to do work in AI and embryo transfer. Last year I got a scholarship from the American Embryo Transfer 

Association to attend their yearly meeting and went to all the small ruminant workshops they had. On the 

weekends, I have been working for a veterinary professor who has a small goat dairy. I have been trying 

to learn as much as I can while working there, and recently have been plumbing their new milking parlor.  

 

There is a lot of potential for growth in small ruminant medicine. As more people become interested in 

locally produced food, goats and sheep offer a great opportunity to get involved with agriculture without 

all the facilities and high cost inputs of cattle. A person can buy ten does for the price of one cow and the 
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profit margin can be much higher if the animals are managed properly. With my veterinary degree I will 

help encourage small ruminant farming and be a source of knowledge and advice for those trying to get 

started.  

 

With my background in livestock rearing, in particular goats and sheep, and my continued dedication to 

learning more about small ruminant medicine I am well suited for this scholarship. It is hard for me to 

imagine a future where I am not involved with small ruminant production. A fair number of students think 

they will practice large animal medicine, but often they end up working almost exclusively with 

companion animals. I like to say, if the only way I could make a living as a veterinarian was by working 

on cats and dogs then it wouldn’t take me long to find another profession.  

 

I enjoy all food production animal medicine, but if I can find a way to make a living working 

predominately with goats and sheep I would do it. There is a real demand for veterinarians knowledgeable 

about small ruminant medicine. This is evident by stories of owners who have had difficulty finding a 

veterinarian who will even look at their goats or sheep. The number of small ruminants is growing across 

the country, and I hope to use my passion for and knowledge of goats and sheep to assist these producers. 

 


